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JUDEAN HILLS

ö- ) ,Michae l  S tone

Surnnrer 's orange bal l  {äl l ing behind
Judean hi l ls r idged round lv i t l r
cllv stoue terrace n'alls,
aucieut shards beueath.

Tree-naked,
bare scored r ibs seen
through stretched skin,
stones and brush u, i thout earth's fät .

L igh t  purp le  cyc lanrens  in  spr ing .
brorvn rnushrooms sticky in February,
wi ld i r is,  white and lor,v,
and tufiles crarvling.

White f i rebleaks cut into
the old ner.v forests' pine and cypress
rvlrere needles brown now and shiny,
fäl l ,  rot  into black hurnus white mushroom spore

pregnant,
and r ich smel l
in crevices below rocks
embossed rvi th fossi l  shel ls
frorn a sea long gone.

va l ley  v i l lages
rvi th long grey chicken coops.
mountaintop perched clustered l ights,
ancl sheik's tombs with humped roofs.
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CLICHES

b-1 'N l i chae l  S tone

Tlrc sLrbjeets thir l .  catcl l  r )r- \ 'e)c.
have caught others'  eyes befbre
Once I  cal led Ararat a t
n ran5 c l i ched rno t r r r ta i r r .
But it is so porverful
that i t  uacks the cl ichö
l i ke  a  nu t .
Neu, is seeing, not the seen.

How many fäl ls have been,
But u'hen green rvithdrarvs.
Strp's sucked in.
Recl flares.

In a log, a gas pocket hisses,
f-larnes yellow-red.
and d  ies .

ARMENIA VIEWS

ä.y Michael Stone

l r t  Ar rnen ia  th is  t ime,
I  *as too busy' ,
So t  did not see rnuclr .

But at sunclou'n
in  the  nrounta ins  I  sau
Nelv utowr.r fields'
cropped strarv stubs,
Ref ' lect ing the low sun's vel lor 'v.
LJp against the loacl.
Beyond them, green pasture
and dark ,  t i l l ed  so i l ,
in  t l re  tbo th i l l s .
A val ler"s gash,
MoLrntains'  black si lhouette,
sk1 's  deep b lue  above.
tading up*'ards into y 'el low.
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